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SUBJECT: TURKISH PRESS REPORTS THAT IMF AWAITS ECEVIT GOVERNMENT'S 
PROPOSAL 
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1 . ON JANUARY 13 MILLIYET REPORTED THAT THE IMF HOPES TO ESTABLISH 
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CONTACT WITH THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT AFTER THE NEW GOVERNMENT WINS 
ITS VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. MILLIYET'S WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT, 

SAYNUR GOREN, WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE IMF IS WAITING FOR THE 
ATTITUDES THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE TO BE DETERMINED, AND THAT 
IT IS REFRAINING FROM MAKING ANY SORT OF COMMENT AT PRESENT. 

2. AN UNIDENTIFIED IMF OFFICIAL REPORTEDLY TOLD CORRESPONDENT 
THAT THE IMF IS AWAITING RESULTS OF AN EVALUATION NOW BEING 
MADE BY THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT; DEPENDING ON THESE RESULTS, EITHER 
A TURKISH TEAM WILL COME TO WASHINGTON, OR AN IMF TEAM WILL 

GO TO ANKARA FOR FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS. THE OFFICIAL SAID THAT 
IT IS NOT PRESENTLY KNOWN IF THE DISCUSSIONS WOULD RESUME AT THE 
POINT REACHED WIT THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT, OR WOULD BE BASED ON 
NEW MEASURES THAT THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT WILL PREPARE. HE ADDED, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO REGNEGOTIATE 
SOME POINTS IN ANY CASE. 

3. OTHER IMF SOURCES REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S 
PROPOSALS AND VIEWS MUST BE BROUGHT OUT INTO THE OPNE. ONE OFFICIAL 
WAS QUOTED TO THE EFFECT THAT IT IS NOT A MATTER OF FORCING ACCEPTANCE 

OF AN IMF PRESCRIPTION, BUT TURKEY S INTERESTS WOULD BE SERVED BY 
PREPARING A TURKISH PRESCRIPTION AND BEGINNING TALKS WITHOUT 
LOSING TIME. HE HOPED THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE ACTION AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. END UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT THE ATTITUDE REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED BY 
THE IMF WILL BE WELL RECEIVED BY THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT. AT PRESENT, 

THE MOST IMPORTANT IMPEDIMENT TO REACHING AGREEMENT ON IMF STAND- 
BY CREDIT FOR TURKEY IS THE DESIRE OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT THAT 
POLITICAL CREDIT FOR AGREEMENT ATTACH TO IT AND NOT TO THE DEMIREL 
COALITION, WHICH NEGOTIATED WITH THE IMF FROM LAST SEPTEMBER 
THROUGH DECEMBER. FOR THIS REASON, AND BECAUSE HE VALUES A REPUTATION 

FOR ORIGINALITY, ECEVIT MAY WELL WANT TO APPEAR TO HAVE DEVELOPED 
AN ECONOMIC STABILIZATION PROGRAM INDEPENDENTLY OF THE IMF, TO WHICH 
THE FUND COULD AGREE. WE BELIEVE THAT THE REPORTED IMF 
STATEMENTS LEAVE FOOM FOR THIS POSSIBILITY. 
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